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Insurance companies 

have denied insurance 

to residents here in 

Fremont County be-

cause of not having 

defensible space. It 

would also be wrong 

to assume these were 

extreme cases, be-

cause they were not. 

In our opinion, just 

average situations we 

find here locally. 

Firewise recommends 

that you contact your 

agent for advice about 

your situation to avoid 

surprises later. A few 

tips on things to ask 

are: 

• Does your insur-
ance policy pro-

vide coverage 

against wildfire 

losses? 

• Does your insur-
ance policy pro-

vide coverage for 

additional living 

costs in the event 

that you are forced 

out of your home 

due to wildfire 

damage? 

• Does your in-
surance policy 

provide cover-

age for farm/

ranch or other 

People don’t always re-

alize the dangers of liv-

ing with wildfire and 

they don’t always see 

the potential for losing 

their homes to wildfire. 

Everyone has at least 

some level of insurance 

coverage on your prop-

erty and possessions, 

but when was the last 

time you sat down with 

your agent to see ex-

actly what your cover-

age is? I bet like most, 

you have not done this 

for quite some time, 

even after receiving a 

post card asking you 

too. 

According to the data 

supplied by the Na-

tional Interagency Fire 

Center, nationally on 

average there are 2600 

homes destroyed by 

wildfire each year in the 

United States.  

I know this is not the 

first time this has been 

brought up, but the 

local Firewise office is 

fielding more and 

more calls from owners 

who have had evalua-

tions completed by 

their insurance carrier, 

and conditions did not 

meet insurance stan-

dards. It seems that 

national corporate in-

surance companies are 

conducting some in-

spections of rural prop-

erties. They are not just 

looking at risk of wild-

fire issues, but general 

construction issues 

also. When the insur-

ance company finds 

the property to be “at 

risk” during the 

“brush” evaluation, the 

Firewise office gets a 

panic phone call. 

b u s i ne s s  r e -

sources being at 

risk from wildfire? 

Lost crops, live-

stock feed, live-

stock buildings or 

handling equip-

ment, ect… 

• Does your policy 
provide for soot 

and smoke dam-

age and clean up? 

• Does my policy 
provide enough 

coverage for the 

value of my prop-

erty at today’s 

value? 

Don’t let wildfire take 

you by surprise. Re-

view your insurance 

policy, implement a 

plan of action if neces-

sary, and be prepared 

well ahead of time. 

Folks in the Casper 

and Douglas areas of 

Wyoming will tell you 

that it makes a differ-

ence, they had fires 

this year. 
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Union Pass celebrated its tenth year of participation in the National Fire Protection Associa-

tion’s Firewise Communities/USA Recognition Program this past summer. The program is a 

voluntary initiative to protect local residents, their property and natural resources from 

wildfire. 

By active participation , Firewise committee members, local leaders, emergency respond-

ers and individual homeowners have come together to make significant advances in mak-

ing the community safer from wildfire. 

Union Pass was nationally recognized in 2003, and was one of the earliest adopters of the 

Firewise Communities/USA process. To be exact, they were the 31st community to become 

organized, and today there are over 800. 

The anniversary was marked by an award presentation and monument at the Firewise Day 

meeting on July 7, 2012. Great Job!  

Union Pass 

Celebrates 10 yrs of Being a Firewise 
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FOOTHILLS OBSERVER 

Most of us remember the television 

show Dallas, with that great gate and 

long winding driveway up to the 

house. 

Well, do most of you know who shot 

JR? 

It has been discovered that it was 

the fire chief after the fire truck got 

stuck under the arch way! 

As funny as this sounds, it is not far 

from the truth right here in Fremont 

County. The new fire trucks that 

local departments now have are not 

as small as the trucks in years past, 

and neither are the pickups most of 

us drive. 

 Local communities are growing and  

expanding, and with out good local regulations 

that can be enforced, things like roads are eas-

ily overlooked until it is too late. 

Some easy tips for road construction can be 

found on the Fremont County Government web-

site under subdivision regulations, look under 

roadway maintenance. Here are some of the 

requirements; 

• Driveways should be a minimum of 18’ wide 

• Driveways require a minimum of 18’ verti-

cal clearance, the full length 

• Any driveway longer 300’ needs a truck 

turn-around, and a pull out space 

• As mentioned, don’t block your driveway 

with too small of arch or entryway gate 

• If your property has a water source on it, 

consider having road access to it 

Driveway Etiquette in the WUI 



This past summer pre-

sented several problems 

in regards to the Firewise 

chipper. My apologies to 

everyone, if you were 

waiting for the chipper, or 

waiting on me to help you 

with another project or 

plan. 

I assure you that the con-

tinued use of the chipper 

as it is currently, in the 

Firewise program, will be 

reviewed this winter. There 

is already pressure from 

program managers at all 

levels to discontinue chip-

ping in the WUI. It is felt 

that these chips are becom-

ing more of a problem than 

a solution, and fires in the 

state this summer proved 

it. The chips are extremely 
hard to extinguish, and 

burn hot for a long length of 

time. Thus, the chips in-

stead of reducing a hazard, 

created a bigger problem.  

county is assigned an ad-

dress. Address numbers are 

issued to the owner for post-

ing at the driveway entrance 

by the Fremont County Plan-

ning office. 

Problem is, given time over a 

few years, these number be-

come faded, missing, or 

grown over by grass or trees. 

Make sure to take the time 

twice a year to check your 

Imagine a convoy of fire fight-

ers rushing down the high-

way, turning off onto the 

county road and having to 

look for the driveway next to 

the crooked tree by the big 

rock. Or worse, an ambu-

lance rushing to your home in 

the middle of the night! 

Fremont County has an estab-

lished addressing program to 

which each property in the 

numbers and see if they are 

legible. If not, replace them 

with new ones from the local 

hardware store. 

Also, if you prefer to use lar-

ger or decorative numbers, 

that is fine if they are reflec-

tive at night. If not, use the 

red and white issued num-

bers as well. 

Help emergency services 

help you. 

Tid Bit— Something to Ponder 
 

Rural Address Numbers 

what is happening with vegeta-

tive fuels every day. Not only 

that, but they also are the ones 

who see first hand how fires 

are burning in our local area. 

This year it caused great con-

cern to these folks, and they 

knew the conditions were seri-

ously dangerous by mid-June. 

The National Weather Service 

now tells us that this year has 

been the 3rd driest year in 118 

years as far as rainfall. This 

dryness also has a lot to do 

with the state of living plants 

around our homes, and this 

was one of many things man-

agers were seeing already 

in June. 

It is appropriate to extend a 

thanks to these managers 

who had the fore site to 

make a tough call, but one 

that really did make a differ-

ence in Fremont County. 

Fire Bans - A Warning to Your Safety 
Summer and fall 2012 was one 

that some will say was not a 

lot of fun. The annual fire-

works shows and summer 

camping adventures were 

regulated by fire bans on all 

lands in Fremont County—

public or private. 

The decisions for these bans 

were not implemented until 

managers had extreme con-

cern, and only then. Remem-

ber that these people track 
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labor, on an average. This 

averaged rate is the prac-

tice rate.  

Practice rates have now 

been adjusted to: 

Defensible Space = $4200 

Fuel Treatment per 

acre=$1600 

Fuel Breaks per acre $1800 

The cost share portion of 

this equation has also 

changed. The past share 

percentage has been re-

placed with a 50%-50% cost 

share. 

What this all means is that 

As the Firewise program 
has evolved over the 
years, a lot of things have 
changed, and most of 
them for the better. 

This summer has now 

seen the biggest change 

yet to evolve. The cost 

share rates have been 

evaluated, and with no 

surprise, found to not be 

in line with the economy 

of 2012. 

These rates are based on 

what the work would cost 

if it was being completed 

by contractors or hired 

your eligible project could 

see a maximum reimburse-

ment of: 

Defensible Space $4200 @ 

50% = $2100 

Fuel Treatment $1600 @ 

50% = $800 per acre 

Fuel Break $1800 @ 50% = 

$900 per acre 

This rate change has been 

made to help offset the in-

curred expenses to the 

property owner. 
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