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•

Close up all doors
and windows

•

Leave
doors
unlocked, and disconnect the garage door opener
so it can be
opened
without
power

When Wildfire Approaches

•

Turn off propane
or gas service

The photo above was
taken on June 30 this
year at the Middle Piney
Summer homes area
west of Big Piney. The
area was threatened by
the Fontenelle Fire on
that afternoon, and only
a stroke of luck saved
these homes. Mother
Nature can take some
credit for an assist to the
firefighters.

Here are a few items
which each and every
landowner should prepare for before this
event happens;

•

Put
a
ladder
against the roof for
access if on fire

•

Connect
garden
hoses to all area
faucets and attach
nozzles

•

Gather a shovel,
rake, and large
bucket

•

What needs to be
pointed out is that this is
happening right here in
Wyoming, and not very
far
from
Fremont
County. Those folks who
have been involved in
discussions about wildfire risk here in the
county have heard the
comment about the roulette wheel spinning.
Folks, it is only a matter
of time.

•

When
leaving,
leave a light on in
each room

•

Pack
important
paperwork, medications, and irreplaceable items in
advance

•

•

•

•

Prepare an evacuation plan for your
home and family
Have a friend to
contact and relay
information
to
when you evacuate
Make sure family
members
are
aware of the process
Keep the weather
radio or other alert
device tuned in
and powered up
Put all flammable
items on decks and
around the home in
the garage or other
storage

•

Water lawns and
shrubbery well

•

Consider placing sprinklers
on roof

•

Leave early

Summer
2012

Having a plan with
these things and more
can make the difference between your
property being saved,
and your life.
There have been lives
lost this year by folks
who could not, or
would not evacuate
when fire threatened.
What people are saying about the fires this
year are that they
grow large fast, and
move rapidly. More
so than fires in previous years.
The current conditions
of the forests combined with the extreme drought and
high temperatures are
no doubt the cause for
this extreme fire behavior.
Make the time to prepare and have a safe
summer.
It IS happening here.
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Weather Radios for Evacuation
Notifications

WE ALL HAVE
A ROLE!
Wildfire
Survival
It Takes a
Community

When a forest fire starts, utter chaos often follows. The fire can spread and can move
much faster than any human making notification to residents difficult. As a resident living
in an area where fires are at high risk, how will you know to get out of the house? Flames
could be right up against your house before you even know a fire has been started. Cell
phone towers will likely be down, leaving no reception to your phones. There are places
firefighters are not permitted to go due to their own safety, making contact to you very
difficult. How will you know in time if you need to evacuate? We strongly suggest you get
a weather radio. “NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of
radio stations broadcasting continuous weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts National Weather Service (NWS) warnings, watches, forecasts and other non-weather related hazard information 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. During an emergency, NWS forecasters interrupt routine broadcasts
and send a special tone activating local weather radios. Weather radios equipped with a
special alarm tone feature sound an alert to give you immediate information about a lifethreatening situation. Working with the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC)
Emergency Alert System, NWR is an all-hazards radio network, making it the most comprehensive weather and emergency information available to the public. NWR includes
1000 transmitters, covering all 50 states.” http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/ These radios
will get service even when cell phones will not. We have personally driven around communities where even cell phone coverage is questionable and gone to the highest, lowest, and deepest place in the woods with these weather radios testing for service, and we
have yet to find a place where they did not work. These are important tools that may save
your life. Just set it on your counter, change the batteries (a good guideline for that is to
change them every time you change the batteries in your smoke detector). These
weather radios will get you information as soon as authorities are informed of the fire,
giving you more time to evacuate, getting your belongings and loved ones out of danger.

Partial Fire Ban On Private Lands
Due to extreme fire danger, the Fremont County Commission placed a
partial fire ban into effect on July 3,
2012. Here are some items it addresses:

•

Trash/garbage burning between 6pm and 8am only in
screened containers with a 10’
clear radius

•

Camp fires in established/
constructed rings with a screen
completely covering

•

Charcoal in an enclosed grill

•

No fireworks—exception was
for the night of July 4th only

•

Chainsaws need spark arrestors

•
•
•

Welding or cutting torches must be in a 10’
clear area
Propane or other open fire branding must
be conducted in a 10’ clear area
Smoking must be in an enclosed vehicle or
building, developed smoking site, or a
clear area of at least 3’ with no flammable
materials

It is important to recognize that the Fremont
County Ban is different from the bans on federal
property. These bans do NOT allow open wood
or charcoal fires at all.
It is recommended to check with the local
ranger district offices, or the agencies websites for specific information.
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Tid Bit— Something to Ponder
A Fire Adapted Community is one where its members understand and accept their wildfire risk and
have taken pro-active
steps to improve the safety
and resilience of their
homes, landscapes, infrastructure and community
assets to withstand a wildfire. The more actions the
community takes, the more
fire adapted it becomes.

Wildfires that threaten wildland-urban interface communities are destructive not
just to homes and the ecosystem but also threaten
utilities such as drinking
water and electricity.
Using additional programs
and tools to become a Fire
Adapted Community will
help protect important community-wide assets to enjoy
in the future.

The Fire Adapted Communities Initiative—
http://www.fireadapted.org/

The Ember Threat
Wind blown embers are a
major cause of concern in the
WUI. Most structures within
the WUI are NOT destroyed
from direct flame impingement, but rather from embers. Embers may precede
the flaming fire front, carried
by the winds that distribute
burning brands or embers
over long distances. These
embers fall, or are winddriven into receptive fuels at

structures, often going undetected for some time. As the
fire front passes, these small
embers may ignite incipient
fires that spread to the home
and then from home to home in
a neighborhood.

I would encourage owners to
look at the pictures of
homes destroyed this year
by fire, and ask yourselves
why the trees and shrubs
are still present in the yards
between homes.

It is equally important to prepare the structure for a fire
event just as much as the surrounding property. This item
sometime does not get the
attention that it deserves.

These homes were burned
down by embers, not a
flaming fire front or even a
neighboring structure
burning.

2012 CWPP Update Now Complete
In May, the Fremont County
Community Wildfire Protection Plan 2012 revision was
signed into effect. The original plan was developed in
2005, before many of the
changes we now see here in
Fremont County.

and businesses less vulnerable to the negative effects of
wildland fires through the
effective administration of
wildfire hazard mitigation
grant programs, hazard risk
assessments, wise and efficient fuels treatments, and a
coordinated approach to mitiThe purpose of the CWPP is
gation policy through federal,
to make Fremont County resistate, regional, and local
dents, communities, state
planning efforts. The comagencies, local governments,
bined prioritization of pro-

jects will be for the protection
of people, structures, infrastructure, and unique ecosystems that contribute to our
way of life and the sustainability of the local and regional economy.
Additionally, the update
documents progress as it is
made towards everyone’s
mitigation efforts.
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Cost-Share Practices and Proceedures
.As the Firewise program
has evolved over the
years, a lot of things have
changed, and most of
them for the better.

This spring and early
summer have seen numerous changes, or
things that have just been
clarified. With that said,
one of the more important items is how time is
documented by landowners, or how invoices are
presented for payment.
Here is a summary of how
the records should be
kept and what is re-

quired:

MUST have:

A landowners time must
include:

•

Landowners name on it

•

Dates specific work occurred

•

Specific hours work was
performed

•
•

Dates worked and by
who

Hours each person
worked with a saw, used •
a piece of equipment, or
just did labor

•

Exact vehicle mileage

•

Any other specific project expenses incurred

ITEMIZE, ITEMIZE……….
Now for owners who hire a
contractor, the receipt

Scope of work—what
was done

•

Amount paid

•

Proof of payment to
contractor

•

Check number recorded

•

Receipt signed by
BOTH owner & contractor

