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A Season to Act
What you do long before a wildfire strikes can help
save your home. As summer approaches this spring,
make time to complete a checklist for your property.

Spring
2015

Fremont County has been lucky there have not
been large losses of structures due to a wildfire.
YET. Fire departments across the county all know
that it is not if, but when they will be faced with a
large fire that destroys multiple structures.
Fremont County is fortunate to have the skilled men
and women who protect our properties every day
from risk of fire. But one must not find false security
in the successes of our rural fire protection. These
folks will be the first ones to tell you that they need
your help to protect your property.
This summer is shaping up to be another dry year
with potentially severe fire dangers in our area.
When this happens, fire departments quickly become over whelmed with fires that can very quickly
become large and destructive.
Take action this spring, invest just a little effort into
your property. It really does make a difference.
It may be too late this summer when this happens!

The Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety
has one of the best checklists for you to use. It is easy
to follow, and all of the items are things are important
items to prepare your home or cabin. Most of the
items they address will cost little to no money to accomplish.
Page two (2) of the document is the checklist, pages 3
-11 will explain each item found in the checklist.
Topics covered are;
Property


Slope or Terrain



Location of Home



Defensible Space

Home


Roof



Vents / Openings



Exterior Walls



Attachments

Visit
the website
http://www.disastersafety.org/wp-content/
uploads/wildfire-checklist_IBHS.pdf
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Bark Beetles and Wildfire
In the past decade, the mountain pine beetle has severely impacted pine forests across more than
50 million acres of western North America. In the aftermath of this epidemic is there a significant
increase in wildfire threat? For many tasked with managing wildfires the answer is a resounding
"yes." However, a recent research paper from a team of scientists based in Colorado suggests that
forests killed by the mountain pine beetle do not pose an increased risk to wildfire
(www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1424037112). The paper relies on the recent area burned in
wildfire superimposed on the area recently infested by the beetle. Because the areas of recent
wildfires and beetle activity don't overlap, the authors contend that the risk posed by the mountain pine beetle is overblown. Those in the wildland fire management and suppression fields who
disagree base their disagreement on actual observations of extreme fire behavior in forests killed
by the mountain pine beetle.
So who is correct in this debate? A paper published in 2014 in the online journal Fire Management
Today (http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/fmt/fmt_pdfs/FMT72-4.pdf) sought to address this problem by
looking at two critical factors: the history of beetle attacks in a forest and the time since beetle
infestation. To many people, it would seem that the year after initial infestation when the tree
crowns all turn red is the time of highest risk. It certainly can be, provided other elements of hazard are also present. Red-attacked trees, in addition to heavy accumulations of dead wood on the
forest floor, are a recipe for extreme fire behavior. Red-attack trees and very little or no dead
wood on the forest floor is much less of a risk and, once the needles fall off dead trees, fire risk can
be low for quite some time.

WE ALL HAVE
A ROLE!
Wildfire
Survival
It Takes a
Community

The authors of the paper challenging wildfire risk do not describe the fuel structure in these forests - only the state of the tree crowns (red or grey). The lack of attention to surface fuels is a weak
point in such studies. Throughout much of British Columbia, Canada, over the last several decades
mountain pine beetle outbreaks have been fairly common. With each passing epidemic more and
more trees in the forest are killed by beetles. After large outbreaks with high mortality, dead trees
gradually fall and accumulate on the forest floor. Heavy accumulations of downed wood associated
with past beetle outbreaks have contributed to some very impressive fire behavior. Since 2009,
British Columbia has seen large areas of beetle-killed forest burn under very high intensity and
severity with much of the area burned having experienced significant epidemics in the 1980s and
mid-2000s. The fuel structure in these forests has included red and grey crowns plus large quantities of dead wood on the forest floor. Unfortunately, to mitigate the threat there are only a few options and none are very palatable to the public. An increase in logging of the attacked or soon to
be attacked trees has been advocated for large areas in the West but it can often lead to a worse
fuel hazard if not done diligently; large-scale prescribed burning has been done in some areas
with the intent of breaking up a contiguous landscape of fuel; and, relying on natural ignitions to
reduce the hazard can be effective provided the fire doesn't burn too severely.
And there is a fourth option - doing nothing. In a landscape where the trees are exhibiting red
crowns or the needles have all fallen and there is no large quantity of dead wood on the forest
floor the risk is actually fairly low - as is evidenced by the study - and a "do nothing for now" approach could be warranted. However, once the dead trees start to fall and a new forest begins to
grow up through all the dead wood the forest quickly transitions to a very high risk and will stay
there for quite some time until all that dead wood decomposes. Quite simply, you can't take an
entire forest, kill it, place it on the forest floor, and not have a high to extremely high fire risk. If
this weren't the case, all of our existing knowledge of fire behavior science would be wrong.
Robert Gray is the head of the outreach committee within the Association for Fire Ecology.
This article appeared in the Colorado Springs Gazette, April 2015
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Tid Bit— Something to Ponder
Communities at Risk
As the urban sprawl continues to expand into the “wilds” across the United States, the National Association of State Foresters have identified new “Communities at Risk”.
So, first off, what is a Community at Risk? Well, it is a community (or geographical area) that is
defined by the outcome of a risk assessment on the community. A Risk assessment involves
analyzing threats (or 'hazards') facing a community. It should ideally be used in all planning since most communities face some kind of threat. But it is most necessary for vulnerable communities prone to natural or human-made disasters.
Risk assessment for wildfire comprises three elements:





hazard analysis understanding what hazards exist, the likelihood of them occurring, their likely intensity, and their effect.
vulnerability assessment understanding who or what is vulnerable to the hazards.
A capacity assessment to understand what capacities exist within the community
to reduce vulnerability.

In a report based on 2013 figures, the NASF has identified 72,681 Communities at Risk
nationwide. Of those communities, only 17,060 have prepared Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP). These plans address what the fuel hazard and fire risk level are for
the community, and mitigation actions that should be taken to reduce the hazards.
Fremont County Wyoming does have a CWPP, and it was updated in early 2014. The
items addressed in the plans do change over time, and require updates to the plan when
they do.
A footnote, the breakdown of Communities at Risk in the U.S. are found in: the western
region (7,606), in the northeastern region (5,472), and in the southern region (59,603).
In Wyoming, there are 145 communities identified in the official report. In Fremont County
there are 15 on the same report. But when the committee met to review the data for the latest
CWPP in Fremont County, that committee identified 34 communities in Fremont County they
feel are at risk.
Want to see the local CWPP? Go to Wyoming State Forestry Division’s website, look under
fire management, and then under fuels mitigation. There will be a link to several Wyoming
CWPP documents.
https://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/wsfd-fire-information/fuels-mitigation

MCH Bubble Caps and Verbenone Pouches
Remember, it is time to get the annual spring MCH and Verbenone out on your
properties.
The bark beetle insect are still active in all areas of Fremont County. The Mountain
Pine beetle and Fir beetle attack has lessened in the upper Wind River area, but the
Spruce Beetle has exploded to epidemic.
In the lower end of the valley, to South Pass, the Mountian Pine Beetle is still very
active, along with some Fir Beetle.
The Foresters at Wyoming State Forestry advise to use MCH for Fir Beetle, Verbenone on the Pine trees, and chemical spray for Spruce. These foresters do not feel that
the pheromone chemical bubble caps work on the Spruce Beetle.
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Wind River Fire Prevention Council on Facebook
In Fremont County, the Wind River Fire Prevention Council is a group of individuals who collaborate on wildfire
safety and prevention issues here locally. This group meets several times each year to organize education and outreach for all types of wildfire related topics. They are the group who helps with all the Community Wildfire Protection Plans, trade shows, programs for our youth, and visits from Smokey Bear.
See what things they are involved with, or thinking about on the Wind River Fire Prevention Council Facebook page
and give them a “Like”.

